DCLERA Board Meeting 

March 9, 2011 Minutes
  

March 9, 2011
Teamsters Union Conference Room 

12-1 PM
  

Present:  Michael Filler, Ed Hilz, David Jacobs, Jim Kimball, Marian Knappe, Patrick McHugh, Fred Stahl 

On Phone: Mindy Reiser, David Schlein, Bill Scott, Steven Silvia, 

Jim Kimball, DCLERA President, chaired the meeting.
  

1. AGENDA: The Board approved the agenda without discussion. 
2. MINUTES: The February minutes were approved without debate.

2. TREASURER'S REPORT: Jim noted that Bonnie was out of town. He reported informally about finances. 
We still have not received the 2/26 luncheon bill. AFGE's National Vice President's Office/ Women's Affairs and Fair Practices has purchased an organizational membership and contributed an additional $800 ($1,000 in total). 

3. UPCOMING PROGRAMS: Dr. Pan will speak on Taiwanese labor issues on 3/16, one week ahead of usual. 

Jim Kimball is working on a Wal-Mart/union panel for April 27. No one from Wal-Mart has responded. Beth Pointer from the UFCW has committed to participating. Mindy Reiser proposed that we look beyond the obvious Wal-Mart officials. The President of the Wal-Mart Foundation might be willing. 
We discussed the UFCW's strategy with respect to Wal-Mart's stores in Washington, DC. Rather than oppose the stores altogether, the UFCW is seeking a community agreement or covenant assuring living wages and other forms of community assistance. 

If there is still no word from Wal-Mart by May 11 or so, David Schlein will join the campaign to find an alternative speaker. 

For May 25, we are considering a presentation from Cyril Cosme on France or a discussion of the various deficit commission reports. Alice Rivlin, Dean Baker, Andy Stern, and an EPI representative emerged as possible candidates for the latter panel. 
Michael suggested Sreve Redburn of the Government Performance Coalition and Peterson-Pew Commission on Budget Reform. We agreed to contact Larry Mishel at EPI for additional perspectives. 

4. Policy Conference Dinner Speaker: We noted that Secretaro of Labor Hilda Solis is already on the Policy Conference Program. Fred suggested Rich Trumka, AFL-CIO President. 

  

  

  

  

