DC LERA Board Meeting Minutes

February 9, 2011

Held at the 

International Brotherhood of Teamsters

Attending in person was Jim Kimball, Fred Stahl, Pat McHugh, Kaori Nakamura, Mei Chuang, Bill Scott, Mike Filler and Ed Hilz.  On the phone were David Schlein, Mindy Reiser, and Revae Moran.

1. AGENDA:  Approved by unanimous vote.
2.  
MINUTES:  The minutes were approved by unanimous vote.  Ed Hilz wanted the 
minutes to show that he has suggested “guaranteed retirement accounts” as a
       luncheon topic and not “government guaranteed retirement accounts”.   
3.
TREASURER’S REPORT:  
Jim passed out the Treasurer’s report because Bonnie Summers was not able to be at the Board meeting.  Jim stated that LERA has a current balance $5,831.89 after new members and the expenses for the January luncheon have been accounted for.  The DC LERA is currently in very good financial condition.

4. PROGRAMMING:  DC LERA is all set for the February 23, 2011 luncheon meeting with Mr. Bob Tobias as the speaker.  It will be held and LiUNA on 16th street and the sandwiches are to be provided by Avalon Caterers.  All arrangements have been made with the caterers.

Mei  Chuan Chuang, Executive Officer, Economic Development, Taipei Economic and Cultural Representative Office in the U.S., stated that her Deputy Minister of Labor, Dr. Pan, would be in Washington, D.C. during the week of March 16th and was inquiring as to the possibility of him speaking to LERA.  A discussion followed, and it was decided to have a luncheon so Dr. Pan could speak.  Arrangements are being made to have the presentation at Teamsters on March 16th at 12 noon.  Advertising and promotion material will go out as soon as the February 23 luncheon is over.

Jim Kimball has not been able to get in touch with Mr. Keith Morris, Wal-Mart, so he can participate in a luncheon program with UFCW.  That luncheon was schedule for March but will now be scheduled for April 27.  Efforts will continue to be made regarding contact with Mr. Morris.

Cyril Cosme, Counselor, Labor and Social Affairs, Embassy of France, will be asked to host the DC LERA luncheon in May 2011.

The restaurant, Smith and Wollensky, has been retained to host our June 6, 2011 dinner meeting in conjunction with the National Policy Forum.  Kimball sent in the contract and deposit this week.  Board members were ask to think of a good speaker for that meeting and give those names to Kimball to contact.

5. OTHER BUSINESS:

Mei Chuang mentioned that she had talked to Eileen Hoffman about having FCMS join DC LERA as an Organization member.  Kimball will follow up with a letter to Eileen asking them to join.

Bill Scott suggested that Transportation would be a good topic for a luncheon meeting.  A discussion ensued as to what specifically would be the topic and who might be a good speaker.  Bill said he would think of someone and report back to the board.  It could be a good topic for the Fall as we are pretty well booked for the Spring.

Mike Filler suggested that the recent Debt Report and Steve Redburn might make for a good topic and speaker for a future LERA luncheon.

David Schlein suggested that the battle over collective bargaining in education and the public sector would be a good topic for future LERA luncheon. 

Fred Stahl presented and reviewed the process for Board members dealing with luncheon publicity and our membership database. Fred sent copies separately to all Board members.

Meeting was adjourned at 1:10 pm

