DCLERA Board Meeting 

April 2011 Minutes 


  

April 13, 2011                                                                                                         Teamsters Union Conference Room                                                                           12-1PM 

Present:  Michael Filler, Patrick McHugh, Kaori Nakamura, Mindy Reiser, Fred Stahl 

On Phone: Ed Hilz, Revae Moran, David Schlein, Bill Scott, Steven Silvia 

President Jim Kimball and Treasurer Bonnie Summers were traveling. 

Secretary David Jacobs completed the minutes from a recording engineered by Fred Stahl.

Fred Stahl chaired the meeting.
  

1. AGENDA: The Board approved the agenda without discussion. 
2. MINUTES: The March minutes were approved without debate.

2. TREASURER'S REPORT: Bonnie transmitted her report. Fred noted that we have $6000 in the bank even considering pending transactions. 
Kaori graciously thanked the Board for our contribution to the American Red Cross in support of Japanese relief. She reported that 15,000 people remained missing and another 140,000 were homeless. The DCLERA donation will assist those seeking shelter and sustenance. 

Fred said that our contribution came directly from our hearts. 

3. FUTURE PROGRAMS: The April 27 luncheon publicity is forthcoming and will be resent shortly before the actual meeting. 

Fred indicated that Cyrio Cosme has proposed a Fall luncheon at the French Embassy. Thus we must formalize an alternative program for May. 
Michael Filler has talked with Steve Redburn, Project Director at the Peterson-Pew Budget Commission. Redburn is interested in presenting but Mike must confirm Redburn's availability on the 25th of May. 

The National Policy Forum and DCLERA dinner constitute our activities in June. Fred explained that DCLERA has already distributed a "save the date" message by e-mail. The DCLERA website has an available PDF about the dinner. 

National LERA will provide publicity for our dinner as they seek participants for the National Policy Forum. The national website will permit registration for both functions. Emily Smith at National LERA has all the details for the dinner. 

Revae will publicize the program and dinner within GAO and there will be some money for GAO staff to attend. 

As with previous years, as Fred explained, the November and December dinners are a week early. Cyril Cosme will take one of the Fall dates. 
We will consider the options for the Fall at the May Board meeting. Mindy suggested a session on such corporations as Ikea treating the US as a low wage, anti-union alternative for investment. Fred had in mind a discussion of declining living standards in the UDS. 

Revae noted that the Economic Policy Institute is a very good source for analyses of these issues, and Fred reported that EPI sessions stimulate considerable interest. David Schlein identified Tony Daley of the Communications Workers as a possible speaker on organizing T-Mobile, which is unionized in Germany but anti-union here. T-Mobile may soon be purchased by AT&T, a highly unionized enterprise. 

Mindy proposed a session on sustainability and Ed suggested one on retirement accounts or fair labor standards enforcement. 
We discussed possible EPI involvement along with Redburn in a budget discussion. Fred recommended that EPI provide its perspective at a separate luncheon in September. 

Fred thanked David Schlein for his success in landing President Dennis Van Roekel of NEA for the National Policy Forum. 

5. RECRUITING AND MEMBERSHIP: Patrick confirmed that SHRM has purchased an organizational membership. David Jacobs must remind Larry Mishel of EPI about membership. 

Debbie Cohen is the SHRM contact and should be invited to propose luncheon topics. 

In fact, Fred suggested and others agreed that the Board should set aside a meeting for input from all organizational members on luncheon topics. 

Steve Sleigh has moved to a position with the Machinists Pension Plan and will consider organizational membership soon. 

Ed Hilz indicated that he is still seeking to contact four individuals at DOL and elsewhere for recruiting purposes. 

Patrick inquired about a pharmaceutical industry labor-management board and offered to look into a variety of DC labor-management associations who might become organizational members 

Reeve will distribute our contact list for recruiting. 

Patrick noted the April 20 panel in honor of the opening of the Teamster Archives at George Washington University. He promised to send Board members additional information. 
Fred thanked participating Board members and the meeting adjourned around 1PM. 

  

Operating remotely! 

David Jacobs, 

Secretary 

.   

