DCLERA Board Meeting 

Minutes


September 8, 2010
BlueCross Blue Shield Association/National Labor Office 
12-1 PM
  

Attending:  David Jacobs, Jim Kimball, Julie Martinez Ortega, Revae Moran, Kaori Nakamura, Mindy Reiser, Bill Scott, Fred Stahl,  in person
Ed Hilz, Steve Silvia, Janet Solomon, Bonnie Summers by phone

Fred Stahl, DCLERA President, chaired the meeting.
  

1. AGENDA: The Board approved the agenda. Bonnie reported on the upcoming Blue Cross Blue Shield conference on health care reform. Jody Hoffer Gitell will be speaking on best practices in hospitals. There is be a reception and refreshments. The session begins at 2PM on October 5 at the Washington Court on New Jersey Avenue. Bonnie urged Board members and friends to call and register. 

2. MINUTES: The June 8 minutes were approved without debate.

2. TREASURER'S REPORT: Bonnie noted that DCLERA had $4000 as of September 8. The Iron Workers have renewed organizational membership. Josh Williams of the Greater Washington Labor Council has joined. 

3. PROGRAMS: Fred and Mindy provided details as to the September 22 joint meeting with the Kalmanovitz Initiative at Georgetown University. 
The speakers will be Edna Primrose of the DOL Office of Job Corps and Jeff Barton of the Potomac Job Corps. The luncheon will be at the faculty club at Georgetown and the Kalmanovitz Initiative will pay a portion of the costs. Some Georgetown students will attend. 

Mindy arranged this session and has worked very hard on it. Fred indicated that the publicity for the meeting would be distributed the morning of the 16th and will include directions and parking 
Fred reminded the Board of the upcoming NLRB/GW Symposium October 28-29. The Symposium replaces the October DCLERA meeting. DCLERA is inviting all members to attend and may provide some volunteer labor. 

Steve Silvia is organizimg the International Program for November 17. He suggested Sandra Polaski, Deputy Undersecretary for International Labor Affairs at DOL. Polaski focuses on labor standards in developing nations. 

The Board discussed candidates for the second person on the panel. Jim suggested Tim Beaty who works on international issues for the Teamsters. Beaty has been following labor unrest in China. 

Steve will contact Polaski directly and Jim will be in touch with Beaty. Kaori has secured a room at the Japanese Embassy between 10 and 3 on November 17. Steve will focus on the November 17 date and hopes to get a commitment from Polaski. Adjusting arrangements may be difficult. One possible complication is that the ILO meets in November, and Pulaski will represent the Administration there. 

The December 15 meeting will focus on the implications of the elections for labor policy.  David Schlein plans to welcome us to the NEA facilities.  Board members considered inviting Harold Myerson and E. J. Dionne to speak. Randall Johnson of the Chamber of Commerce and Karen Nussbaum of Working America emerged as the top choices. Julie and Jim pledged to work on this session. 

4. BOARD REPRESENTATION: Nancy Wiefek is leaving American Rights at Work (ARAW). Julie promised to check with Kim Freeman, the Executive Director of ARAW, about who might replace Nancy on the Board as the ARAW representative. 

Jim nominated Mei Chuan Chuang of the Taipei Economic and Cultural Representative Office to serve on the DCLERA Board in a labor attache slot (for which there is no limit). The Board discussed some of the niceties of international diplomacy and embassy protocol. Julie seconded the motion and the Board approved the nomination. Fred indicated that he would ask Mei whether she would accept our invitation. 

5. MEMBERSHIP: Revae promised to transmit to the Board her memo on recruitment strategy (with lists of contact persons in target organizations). David Schlein had recommended at the July retreat that each of us contact three organizations in solicitation of organizational and individual membership. Jim will continue to attempt to interest  law firms. Janet is considering Washington Lawyer as a place to advertise. Bill will explore Linked-In and social networking as a strategy.  

Julie suggested that we ask Bill Spriggs at the DOL for candidates for Board membership.Steve will try to identify area labor law teachers. 

Fred noted that the November and December calendars are unusual in that the public session (November 17 and December 15) follows the Board meeting (November 10 and December 8) by one week only. 

The Board meeting adjourned shortly after 1 PM. 

David Jacobs, 

Secretary 

  
