DCLERA Board Meeting 

Minutes

May 12, 2010
BlueCross Blue Shield Association/National Labor Office 

12-1 PM


Attending: Ed Hilz, David Jacobs, Jim Kimball, Mindy Reiser, Bill Scott, Fred Stahl, Howard Wial in person
Revae Moran, Steve Silvia, Janet Solomon, Bonnie Summers by phone

Fred Stahl, DCLERA President, chaired the meeting.


1. MINUTES: The April minutes were approved.

2. TREASURER'S REPORT: DCLERA made $200 profit on the April luncheon.

3. BOARD MEMBERSHIP: Nancy Wiefek apologized for her inability to attend the May Board meeting.

Marion Knapp is taking Markus Franz's place as labor attache at the German Embassy. Bonnie moved that Marion replace Markus on the DCLERA Board. The Board agreed unanimously.

The Board discussed the possibility of inviting Mei Chuan Chuang of the Taipei Economic and Cultural Representative Office (TECRO) in the United States to participate. We concluded that we would like to meet her first before making any formal invitation.

4. LUNCHEONS: The Board discussed the Laborers building facilities for our luncheons. Most found it a good venue. Ed worried that the site inhibited conversation.

The NEA building is the venue for the May 26 luncheon. The NEA requires indemnification for the use of their facilities. David Schlein's department has taken care of this for the May meeting but it will be a continuing issue.David has suggested that we formally request exemption from the indemnification requirement.

The Board considered the National Press Club as a site. Fred promised to investigate further.

The Laborers building, NEA, or the National Press Club might be the venue of the June 23 meeting at which Josh Williams of the DC Labor Council will speak.
Bonnie indicated that she would ask Josh about his likely topic and his preference as to location. The new teachers contract or labor relations in the Fenty administration are obvious choices.

The Board considered plans for the September and October luncheons. On September 22, DCLERA and the Kalmanovitz Initiative will co-sponsor a session on employment policy with Edna Primrose of the DOL and Jeffrey Barton of the Potomac Job Corps, perhaps on Georgetown's campus. 

The October 27th luncheon was originally to feature Paco Martinez of the Human Capital Officers Council. Fred reported that Wilma Leibman of the NLRB has requested DCLERA participation in the October 28-29 NLRB Symposium. The Board concluded that the Symposium should constitute the October meeting. 

Steve and Kaori hope to schedule the November 17 luncheon at the Japanese Embassy. 

The December 15 luncheon is tentatively to focus on the results of the 2010 elections. 

5. MEMBERSHIP SURVEY: Fred reported on the April on-line membership survey. Only three (?) people participated. Respondents complained about the cost of luncheons and about problems with the e-mail lists. One respondent called for more efforts to recruit from the business community. DCLERA will attempt another survey as soon as possible. 

6. MEMBERSHIP: Julie won a commitment from her employer, POWERPAC, to become a DCLERA organizational member. The Human Capital Officers Association remains a target. With four new personal memberships we have about 86 in total.  

Janet promised to contact Legal Times about the cost of advertising. Board members discussed the possibility of recruiting from the Labor Law Section of the ABA. Steve suggested that we staff a table at the NLRB Symposium. 

7. BOARD MEETING DATES: The June 9 meeting will be chaired by Jim Kimball as Fred will be out of town. The September Board meeting will be on the second Wednesday, the eighth. The November and December events will be on the third Thursdays (rather than the customary fourth Thursday). 

The Board adjourned at 12:51 PM. 

   

David Jacobs, Secretary 

June 2, 2010  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  




 


