DC LERA Board Meeting Minutes

June 9, 2010

Blue Cross/Blue Shield Association/National Labor Office

Attending in person was:  Jim Kimball, Bill Scott, Mindy Reiser, Ed Hilz, Marion Knappe, Kaori Nakamura and Nancy Wiefek.  Attending on the phone was:  Steve Silvia, David Schlein, and Bonnie Summers.

A welcome to all was given by Jim Kimball who is substituting for Fred Stahl.  Fred is on vacation.

Kimball also explained that the minutes from the previous meeting and the agenda for this meeting were supposed to be sent electronically to the Board members, but challenges arose that thwarted its excursion.  The agenda and the prior meeting minutes were handed out at this meeting. 

1. The May meeting minutes were approved.

2. Treasurer’s Report:  Bonnie provided a copy of the current balance as of may 31, 2010.  The association has a positive balance of $3,873.16.  Bonnie said we lost about $300 on the last luncheon because we ordered too much food.  David Schlein clarified that we re-ordered food because we thought that we were going to run out.  We ended the luncheon with too much food left over.  Bonnie also noted that we increased our membership in the past month by only one (1) person.  Ed Hilz asked Bonnie if the monthly balance was declining, stable or increasing.  Bonnie said the balance is stable.

3. Ms. Reiser suggested that it would be good for people to take a few moments at each luncheon to introduce themselves and say a few words about what they do for a living.  There was a general consensus that this was a good idea and we would do it at further lunches.

4. Luncheons:  Bonnie assured us that all was in line for Mr. Josh Williams to be our speaker at the June 23rd luncheon.  It will be held at the LiUNA building on 16th street.  Fred developed, and put on the LERA website, a preliminary announcement of the luncheon.  Additional publicity will be developed when Fred returns this coming week.  Bonnie was not sure what the topic was going to be, but with all the “things”going on in the district, it is sure to be an interesting program.  Bonnie pointed out that the announcement had a few typos and errors and Kimball said he would take care of those as soon as Fred gets back.  

5. David Schein is going to sponsor DC LERA at the NEA so we do not have to be indemnified in order to use their facilities.  This results in a significant reduction of administrative hoops for the organization and gives us easier access to some very nice facilities.

6. Plans were reviewed for the September 22, 2010 luncheon at Georgetown University in concert with the Kalmanovitz Institute.  Mindy stated that she and Fred were planning to coordinate all the logistics over the summer and all parties had been contacted and that date is on their calendars.  Publicity will be developed later, but plans include involving as many students as possible.

7. Everyone was reminded that the October 2010 program is being replaced by the NLRB symposium.  

8. Kaori Nakamura, First Secretary at the Japanese Embassy, informed us that due to restrictions on the use of embassy facilities, we cannot reserve the space for the International Program until September (two months lead time only).  Everyone seemed to agree that this was OK and appreciated her efforts at setting up this luncheon.  She further mentioned that food would be brought in as that made everything easier.  Kimball mentioned to Marion Knappe (German Embassy) that she was very welcomed to participate in the International Program if she wished.

9. It was mentioned that we still need a speaker for our December 15th meeting.  There was very little concern that we would not be able to find a good speaker because the elections and other political events are happening around that time.  Kimball also mentioned that it is usually the custom to get a couple of speakers or ideas lined up for 2011 in 2010.  

10. Finally, Mindy mentioned the possibility of those Board members who are in the area this summer could get together for an “informal” Board meeting just to keep up the momentum and talk about association business.  It was generally felt that this was a good idea and should be tried.  Kimball mentioned a “happy hour” type of meeting and that seemed to be rather well received.  Kimball also mentioned that he would follow-up with Revae about how our membership drive as going.

Meeting was adjourned at 12:45 pm.

